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Editorial 
Mi! 

IT’S OUT AT LAST, Verdict? Smash hit! A film you could go and see again 
and again and enjoy it more every time, Yes, it was definitely worth waiting for, 

ATLEAST ONE CINEMA in most of the big cities and seaside towns has been previewing 
“A Hard Day's Night” during July, s0 many of you will already have seen it. It will be on 
general release in every town from August 2nd, 

THE BOYS SAW THE FILM a couple of times without an audience before the premiére. 
I asked George what he thought of it. He said simply, “I think people will like it”, which 
surely must be the understatement of the year! It was impossible for them to realise the 
effect the film would have on an audience, They had been too deeply involved in every 
part of it. 

TO ME, “A HARD DAY'S NIGHT”, gives a truer glimpse of what John, Paul, George 
and Ringo are really like in real life than anything has before, But, it is not an exact picture 
of a day in their life. The other characters, particularly those of their road managers, are 
nothing at all like Neil and Mal. Ey: 

AFTER THIS TRIUMPH plans are already well advanced for the Beatles to make their 
second film. By the time they start shooting “A Hard Day's Night" will have become one 
of the biggest successes ever in the Cinema. It is being shown all over the world. And, 
so far, every country is intending to keep the Beatles’ voices on the sound track. Just 
imagine trying to dub on a Liverpool accent in Japanese!!! 

HOPE YOU ALL LIKE the new serics called “BEHIND THE SPOTLIGHT” which 
starts in this issue. We've got lots of new secrets in store for you in future issues. 

This is really our birthday in a way, because the first issue of The Beatles Book was 
published on Ist August last year, So, HAPPY ANNIVERSARY ALL YOU BEATLES 
BOOK READERS EVERYWHERE. We've now got well over ONE MILLION EVERY 
MONTH!!! 


See you in No. 14. : 
Johnny Dean traitor. 


John Junkin, who plays one of the Beatles’ road managers in their film, carries Ringo onte 
the set. “This is the way to travel all the time", laughs Ringo. 
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DEAR BEATLE PEOPLE, 


Quite apart from packed audiences who will see our fabulous foursome on the screen 
in their first feature film at scores of cinemas in the next couple of months, something like 
a quarter of a million Beatle People wall watch live stage performances by John, Paul, 
George and Ringo before the end of this year. Fantastic thought isn’t it. First there] be 
the serics of concerts all over America this month and early next, Most of the Stateside 
shows will take place in enormous stadiums holding thousands and thousands of people. 
Then there'll be almost fifty concerts at two dozen cinemas and theatres all aver England, 
Scotland and Wales during October and November. The four boys say they are particularly 
keen to get started on this *homeground’ series of shows because this will be their first 
full-scale one-nighter tour of the United Kingdom since the end of 1963. Finally, to round 
off a terrific year, there'll be the opening of ‘The Beatles’ second London Christmas Show 
staged at Hammersmith Odeon from the evening of 24 December. 

We think that concert tours are the most important thing of all. We also think it is 
great ta see The Beatles insisting upon making so many personal appearances despite 
their heavy schedules of filming, recording, television work, broadcasting and press 
engagements. The four boys are quite determined to fit in as many concert dates as possible 
in the months ahead even if it means lots of extra travelling and discomforts. Now that 
they're just about the most important stars the entertainment world has ever known it 
would be easy for John, Paul, George and Ringo to sit back and take the easy way out. 
Watch their film and their records spin triumphantly around the world and live quite happily 
off the royalties! But the boys aren't like that—as they're proving to us all in every way 
they know how, 

At every opportunity The Beatles pet out to see the crowds of Beatle People who have 
helped them to become worldwide favourites. We think this is a good time to turn around 
and say to John, Paul, George and Ringo a huge “Ta” from us at the Fan Club H.Q. 
and from all of you wherever you may be reading this month's book. We're sure you'll 
want to join us in thanking the boys and Brian Epstein for setting up strings of theatre, 
cinema and auditorium shows througheut the rest of this year. 

Lots of good luck, 


BETTINA ROSE ANNE COLLINGHAM 


Jomnt National Secretaries of The Official Beatles Fan Club 
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Paul speaking 


A special series of four Frederick James interview features in which John, Paul, George 


and Ringo talk to Beatles Book readers 


UNNO why you picked on me first. 
You know Pm the Beatle Who Never 
Stops Talking. At least I know 
if [ve got the next couple of pages to 
myself nobody is going to start snipping olf 
my stotences so that they don’t make sense, 
That's one thing that sometimes annoys me 
about the newspapers. Some of them send 
along chaps who chat you up for half an 
hour and then write: “ Paul McCartney said 
he was glad to be back in Ringopool at 
the Roxy theatre “ or wherever it might be. 
Still, 'm not being very serious about the 
papers really. They've been pretty great to 
all of us over the last cighteen months 
haven't they? We get to sapging sometimes 
when we're reading the reports. “ Qoh!” 
George will say pointing out a paragraph, 
“look what I'm supposed to have said 
yesterday afternoon!" OF course it turns 
out that somebody got all confused along 
the way and quoted George as saving some- 
thing John sand, 


Our Scrapbooks 


WE all keep dirty great scrapbooks to 

hold all our press cuttings. Then about 
the middle of the next century our chil- 
dren will be able to tell our children’s chil- 
dren, “ Look Paul ™ (they'll call them that 
just for old time's sake) “ look at the stupid 
things your grandfather did in 1964 when 
he was only lithe Now let that be a lesson 
to you.” And they'll pluck little tin guitars 
away from their kids and send them to bed 
with a picture book called “I Was A Teen- 
age Grandson Of A Rolling Stone” or 
something like that. 

Talking of press cuttings. We were, or at 
least 1 was—before I started rambling off— 
looking at one of our very earliest clippings 
from @ pop magazine last night. It said we'd 
just sold enough copies of ** Lave Me Do ” 
to get into the charts. Then it went on to 
say all the things cach of us liked and dis- 


liked. You know the sort of thing—** Paul 
McCartney, birthday 18th June, 1942, sings 
and plays bass guitar. Likes Kraft Cheese 
Slices, steak, chips, television, cars and 
Natalie Wood. Dislikes shaving.” Funny 
really because we found most of the facts 
were still true. 


Same Likes 


N?@: our tastes haven't changed all that 

much since October 1962. We've added 
a lot of new experiences to our list of adven- 
tures and we've found plenty of exciting 
new things to do because of the way our 
careers have turned out but, that doesn’t 
make us, basically, different people, 

Personally I'm even more thrilled each 
time [ see a new Beatles record go up in 
the charts. You might think that's soft. 
‘You might say, “ They must have got used 
to all that top-of-the-hit-parade stuff by 
row." But we haven't. Quite the opposite, 
I suppose if we'd had a long spell of flops 
before doing anything special we'd just 
think, ““ Oh, well. You can’t be lucky every 
lime, P’raps we'll have another big hit next 
year.” As it is we know we've been lucky 
Tight from the start and when we DO make 
a disc which isn’t a top hit everybody will 
yell, “ Look, lonk, Those Beatles are no 
good any more. Ha Ha Ha!l™ 

Apart from that I still get a really fabu- 
lous feeling just looking at the pop papers 
and seeing our group's name at the top of 
the week's chart. When “A Hard Day's 
Night went straight up to Number One 
last month and the soundirack LP album 
came into the singles chart the same week 
] jumped around and whooped with delight 
for at least ten minutes. Then Ringo calmed 
me down by putting a lump of sugar in 
my mouth, patting me on the head and 
muttering, “We shouldn't have let him sit 
aut in the sun this moming. His nose is 
warm, That's a bad sign in elephants too.” 





Time Trouble 

IME ... time... time. That's the big 

thing I’m always short of. If I could have 
three wishes granted (you know—if one of 
these characters with wands from Christ- 
mas pantomimes suddenly came up through 
a trap-door at one of our concerts) the first 
and main one would be to make every day 
into a week instead of just 24 hours. 

Then I'd have a day lounging on the 
beach in some baking-hot little bay. That's 
how I'd start my week-day because I’m 
lazy. If it was winter I'd still do the loung- 
ing but it would be halfway between a log- 
fire and a television set! On the second day 
I'd read. An hour or two on fan mail, the 
rest of the morning on music magazines, 
the afternoon on one of the many gear 
novels I manage to begin on. trains and 
never have time to get past Chapter One, 
the evening on another stack of letters from 
Beatle People. I'd spend the whole of the 
third day answering yesterday's mail and 
(if my fingers weren't too worn out) Id 
spend the fourth day rehearsing some new 
numbers with John and then playing them 
with the rest of the boys, On the fifth day I'd 
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go to a recording studio. Either to make 
some new tapes with the group or to look 
in on somebody else's session, I'd spend the 
sixth day with friends or at home with my 
father. And the last twenty-four hours of 
my long, long day? Suppose I'd have to 
spend some of that in bed asleep. But I'd 
find time for a couple of concerts, a drive 
in the country, a huge meal in some 
restaurant which knew how to treat a good 
steak, a spot more songwriting with John 
and... hey! things begin to get just as 
hectic again even when you've got a 168- 
hour day don't they!!! Time and tide wait 
for no man but at least you can move your 
deck-chair further up the shore, No, that’s 
NOT the tithe of our next film. At least I 
don't THINK it will be! 

Whoever is next in this series will prob- 
ably get out of his packing for America 
and make his BEATLESPEAKING piece 
the excuse. Which means I'll spend half of 
August siting on people's trunks trying to 
fasten them down. No, luv, I don't mean 
elephants’ trunks. We stopped making 


elephant jokes months ago in case Rime 
pot embarrassed about his nose. Ouch! 
Hey! Ringo! Geeerrrooofff! .. . 





li is covered im light-grey leatherdoth and is embossed in black will the heads of the ; 

boys on the front and with the words The Beatle Book in gold on the spine. Each 

folder will hold at least 13 copies, Price ix 12/6 including Postage ond Pocking. 

Send your P.O. (Cresed with the words The Beules Hook) in 244 Edgwore Road, 
London, Wel. ond we'll get one to you by return post. 


“Who's he?’ says John looking at himself in the mirror, “Probably one of them Beath copiers. 
Look, he's doing everything J do!" 














Above: Three hungry Beatles clowning with the chef of their Sydney hetel, Mr. Peter Stross, as 
he gives them a preview of their steaks, 


Below: The Beatles wearing luge tikis—the Maori token of fenulity—presented to them on 


alTival at Wellington, Mew #ealand, 





Above: Paul McCartne 

stnied to him and Rim 

Councillor Curtis. 

Right: A traditional g 

Ringo: when The Beatles 

New Fealand. Maori maiden i 

Below: A ieee id girl jure aan an offer 
i ld give their whol: © peu of 

asked by Georg 


replied Aus stralian eal 


“oe 





FILM 


TALK 


by Billy Shepherd 


alee a few power-packead hours in the 

lives of the Beatles—that's “A Hard 
Day's Night’. But hectic though their group 
eareer is, things don’t come up quite as fast and 
furicus as the film suggests. Which prompts the 
question: just how ACCURATE is the movie as a 
documentary-type peep at the Beatles ? 

It deesn’t matter much, of course, It's fab 
entertainment, with @ song coming approximately 
avery Bight minutes avd a laugh every ether few 
seconds. 

You soe the Beatles alrmost perpetually on the 
run. This istrue enough, They have ta run te avoid 
being mobbed... but NOT because they want to 
aveid their fang... but the circumstances” have 
to be right. 


Not Like Neil and Mal. 

Bt it should be stressed that road 
managers do NOT actually behave as do 

Norman Rossingtan and John Junkin in the 

film! Observed Neil Aspinall, during the shanting 

of the file: “I ever talked to the boys as Norm 

does in the script, I'd probably be bounced out so 


hard that | wouldn't know what hit nee!" 

And big Malcolm Evans is far fran Eeeirig thee 
sort of character portrayed by Johnny Junkin, 
Mal employs his broad shoulders and man- 
mountain frame in trovble-shoating whenever 
necessary, But this rogd-managing duo sure add 
& lot of laughs to the movie. Norm's running battle 
with Jehn Lennen i a highlight for me. 

Most of tie dialogue is dead tre ta life, Mought 
to be. Fora start. writer Alun Owen lived with the 
boys far geaveral weeks before ha aven put fingers 
to typeriter, He just soaked up the atmosphere 
of a typical Beatle day and listened to the way they 
talk te each ether and ta the folk they meat. 


Note For Ringo Fans 

owever, Rings Starr fang please note. 

The boys DON'T really keep on aed on at him 
about that atiractivaly king-sized nose of his! 
And, apart frarn the fact that he certainly says less 
than the others, he does actually wander off 
in what ig best described as a fit of “sulks’. At 
parties, rehearsals, sessions, Ringo is more offan 
the lifa and soul of the proceedings! 


The bovs doing some hard script learning in bebween takes 





Hust wanted to make aura you didn’t think he 
was perpetually hounded by the others! 

But the film quite clearly captures the pace at 
which the boys live, Tha “hard days” are never 
long enough for tham. Theyre always punctual 
for performances, bur they're mot the best of tima- 
keepers for some other engagements. And they 
DO produce expensiva cameras whenever there's 
@ lull and shoot away at anything in sight, Their 
only difficulty is remembering to gat the films 
developed... 


Questions and Answers 


hat Press conference scene! A gaggle of 

laughs! vind oddby enough they usually ARE 
asked that sort of “useless question and thay Gd 
ansiver im that dead-pan style. The boys have 
learned fast how te avoid trouble fram “loaded” 
questions and to ingect a bit of life into “dead” 
ones. 

One thing dows come through pretty strongly — 
and that’s the ability of tha Beatles to “take off" 
ether accents and marnedsms, Paul's “la-di-dah 
bit with the tue girls in the refrashment car on 
tha train, early on, is typical of the way they put 
om different voicas for, sey, answering the 
telephone. And Ringo has now developed highly 
his Groucho Marx walking bit—and his Charlie 
Chaplin way of skidding round a corer, 
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Ringe being shot in close-up by che side of the river Thames 


Natural mimics, all, 

Authentic Atmosphere 
Nlany thousands of words have been 

written about the film—most ef ‘em 
highly complimentary. But it's veorth adding 
this saction about the realism of it all. I've 
travelled with the Beatles and can vouch for the 
way most of their activities and raactians have 
heen captured in the movie, 

You feel yourself being rushed along with the 
boys. in.and out of studios and theatras, snatching 
meals whenever there's a slight bull. living evary 
available moment of overy day. And that, for me, 
3 darned good film-making. 

OF course liberties have been taken. Of course 
incidents have been thrown in faster than they 
could ever happen in real life. Bur that all adds 
1a the #ction, adds to the anjoymrnt, 

And certainly all four Beatles come through as 
separate clear-cut individuals. Ringo, soulful- 
eyed; John, sharply acid-tanqued; George, 
blandly dogged; Paul, quick-witted and a bit af a 
worrior where the group is companied. 

Someone asks Ringo wheiher he’s aimed ora 
rocker. “A mocker”, he says, all dead-pan. And 
that's pretty well right for all four of ‘om for my 
MeO. 


F 


hae it w oe when the boys were being filmed 


at point blank range. 
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What the critics said 


Normally the critics on national nawspapers don't exactly dig musical 
movies made in Britain and featuring British stars. Maybe it's because most 
of the films are pretty poor. But when the “long-hair™ critics took a gander 
at the Beatles, they flipped. “A Hard Day's Night" was a headlined success 
in the papers. 

Let's look through a sample batch of the reviews. And see if you agree 
with what they say. Even on the odd ANTI bits. 


Daily Sketch (Robert Ottoway): . - . It fizzles with the kind of headless gaiety that has made 
the Beatles a draughty gust in pompous ante-rooms. It makes other British musicals relics fram 
a stiff-jointed past... A pell-mell string of zany happenings ... endearing... crackles with 
IMT SIL on. 

Daily Herald (Ann Pacey): They are zany and funny and witty and sharp with a script. Film 
has nothing whatever in common with the standard British pop musical. The Beatles have arrived 
with the force of a left hook from a heavyweight champion. 


Daily Telegraph (Patrick Gibbs); The Beatles have repeated their success of night-club, theatre 
and television, Script is hardly original... but Alun Owen exploits the Beatles cleverly in their 
public image, which is to personify a defiance of convention, Paul tends to be regarded romantic- 
ally and Ringo is seen as the comic butt, largely on account of his smaller size. Actors they may 
not be, but personalities they certainly remain, engagingly provocative and wonderfully 
photogenic. 

Daily Mail (Cecil Wilson): Merseybeat Marxes .. . four adenoidal young anarchists from 
Liverpool. As crazily inconsequential, as endearingly insolent, as infectiously pleased with 
themselves—as funny as the Marx Brothers, A zest for life that exhilarates and exhausts you by 
turns, At times the straining aller a lauzh at all costs is too hard, but for the most part... with 
glorious bursts of slapstick mime and machine-gun wisecracking . .. It all comes naturally. 
Marvel is that Mr. Epstein’s neryous breakdown is such a long time coming. 


Daily Express (Leonard Mosley): What gorgeous fun! It's a mad, mad, mad, mad film, man, 
Nothing like it since the goons on radio and the Marx Brothers in the ‘thirties, Delightfully 
loony, Falpitating cinema, It sends up everyone, publicity agents, pretentious TV producers, 
newspaper columnists, dizzy pop-fans, even the Beatles themselves. It never flags. 


Daily Minror (Dick Richards}: Has the film clicked? “ Yeah, yeah, yeah". And I was 
never a founder member of the Beatles’ admiration society. Beatles have not been presented as 
a kind of terrifying four-headed monster. They're cheeky, irreverent, funny, irresistible, A 
thumb-on-the-nose sense of the ridiculous, 


Evening Standard, London (Alexander Walker): A splendid pop musical and far more 
besides. The first inside report on the Beatles . . . vivid, newsreel-like documentary on Beatle- 
mania. The Beatles prove themselves as actors, not of John Barrymore stature yet... but 
they'll never have to play any characters but themselves. Paul comes over as the Beatle with the 
mostest in the way of charm and sex appeal... but that's because he’s the Beatle with the leastest 
in the way of hair. Who knows what goes on under the others’ thatch? Wot the greatest movie 
since Edison's camera started to turn, Their inexperience shows... but a hit it deserves to be, 

The Times (Film Critic): One nice thing about this film to star the Beatles: it is not, by any 
manner of means, the usual sort of thing British film makers come up with to exploit the latest 
show business sensation... Mr. Richard Lester has had a real go, and a lot of his bright ideas 
come off very well; the way, for instance, that several of the numbers are treated as contrapuntal 
sound track accompaniments to screen action of quite another sort: the outbursts of Goonish 
visual humour; the freshly abserved London locations and the vivid glimpses of backstage (or 
in this case behind the screen) show business life... 


& Paul autographs a Duteh Policeman's helmet during their tour of Holland. 
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Dear Johnny, 


T hope vou deat mind ae pointing outa book you 
made in July's ee wf “Beatles Monthly", but surely 
in the pic of Poul apposite the editorial be has his 
knife and fork the correct way round, and socing as be 
is left-handed this is crazy. : 

Best wishes to George, John, Paul and Binge from 

Ghishaine, Newport, Won. 
Paul answers: — 

You dant think | was really goang to eat that 
mouniain of cheese, Ghislaine (what a mice name) 
no, [ was just cheesing around! 


Dear Bratles, 

1t’s maddening! When we cane out in full foree ta 
welcome you back from America, there were nothing. 
bat complaints about our behaviour, ete. (although 
they were not called for) and we were afraid it was 
carning you a bad name. So when fess fans turned up 
at the alrport the reporters sturt Knocking, with 
suggestions that—well, you know; and it's all rubbish 
what they are saying, cos we all lore yoo just as much. 
Wheat "s macre the A retum was on a week day, 
and ereryone wis working, ctc., even thoogh they 
wanted to welcome you boc. 

So we'll just let thom: maddening reporters and 
BBC blokes go on in their misled way of Ilfe, and 
we'll go on loving you as much as ever. 

Yours Eelonely, Love 


Monica, Crayford, Kent. 


Dear Editor, 


If you don’t print this in “Beatles Monthly Book** 
please throw it oo four ee 

Dear John, Poul, George, Ei. 

T was dhe guy whe was waring the “With The 
Beatles" LP at you (Paul and Ringo) alt your recend 
news conference at Londen Airport No. 3 Buikling 
eben you had just arrived back from Australia and 7 
thought I'd write and thank you for the way you gave 
ia nn i cen i if T was a nuisance, 

Ours Vp 
Geoff A. Bibby, Feltham, Middx. 
(an exile from Birkenhead) 
The Beatles anvwer:— 

Th owas opt to meet you Geoll even if it was only 
fora quick minute. And thanks to you amd everyone 
else for welcoming ua here, 


Dear Johnny, 

George really drives all the French girls wiki. He is 
actually the French favourite, Iohm following just 
behind, 

We are expecting ““A Hand Day's Night’ as 


impattently as the English fang. Just bope it will 
come in France sc. 

About Billy Shepherd, his book really deserves the 
tithe of “their reference book’. Tt is so falr that [ve 
read it in two days wing my English dictionary 
twice, 

é Keep up that great charm, you're feally fantabuboos 


cirEe. é 
Love, love, lowe, and lore again, and still love to 
you faniaburic boys! 
Your Johngeargish Frenchich fai, 
Gearge answers;— Florence Marchand, Paris. 


Ta very much Florence. The tlm mikers are going 
to have one heck of a job putting sub-titles on our 
him. | couldn't underiand some of it myself. 


Dear Hantles, 

T have never been te one of your concerts, and 
if, I could never understand why girls 
up and doen and screamed, when you per- 
armed... That is, until the other week when a 
group af unsupecting, calm, eficient, hard-working, 
fifth-formers sirelled into the hall io wateh a curnent 
affairs programme for schools. The resident junior= 
tlass had their books ready on their knees, amd a 
bored expression floated from face to face, Nothing 
daunted, the fifth-formers cracked (what secmed to 
the juniors) ridiculous jokes about secing the Beathes 

on ihe programme. 

The Juniors smirked, and prepared to do battle 
with Resale Price Minintenance. 

Suddenly a piercing screum reat the air, A loud yell 
of ‘George’, quickly follawed by ‘Ringo... Jobn 
ree Paul. About tventy chairs burthal over the 
stariled juniors, and all that coold be seen of the 
television, was the aerial and twenty shaking (mewly- 
washed) mops surrounding it, ‘The cause of all the 
excltement was a film of the above-mentioned at the 
Carm accompanied by John (who cle) singing 
“Money. Foot pounded the vibrating floor boards, 
rt fererohly clapped, aod glels sighed in absolate 


All this was interrupted by the mistress, who calmly 
but worriediy demanded “Is this the right channel?" 
(Well, T ask you). Maralyn, Devan, 





Dear Everyone, 

The Beatles and (forgive me} other groups like 
them hare opened our eyes over here. Our whee view= 
pelot about Beritleh "teens kas chanped (for the good, 
enined wou). 

We're starting to realise that the old saving is trac. 
“People are generally alike all over the world"’, 
You're just as cracy as we are! 

(No offense) Lay Ya, 
ill Hlamrbers 
Clearwater, Floridn, U.5.A. 


Dear Beathes, 

After seting the film ‘The Beatles on Toor" on 
tele the other night I came io the conclusion that you 
are desperately in need of someone to go with you and 
de your packing. When T saw Paol and Bingo I 
reise] bow mach you really needed ME (I’m very 
good at packing!) Still I thought the film wae pew, 
especially Ringo and his “girl friend”, 

Your most Ipyal fan, 
Christine Bedwell, Soarthfleer, Kent, 
PS. 0t was our Latin teacher who told me the meanings 
wt George's and Paul's names, George meank a 
farmer and Paul means small. 


Dear Jehony, 

We had to write to say how dispasted we were ta 
read of how the fabulous BEATLES were pelted with 
rotten egos during their Australian tour recently, by 
“Beatle-haters’. Ee think that dheir selfish attitude 
was completely uncalled for. Just because the small 
minority were apainst the Readles, it did net mean that 
they had to pelt them with rotten eges. They ought to 
think themselres jolly lucky that they were bonoured 
by the Beatles visiting them. Some “pop” artivds 
wouldn't leave their own countries to visit Fans, for 
example Elvis Presley, 

We hate Beadle-haters! 

Lots of Inve, 
Fred(a) Yarnall and Susan Kirk, 
Walsall, Staffs. 
FS. We think that “A Hard Day's Might" is simply 
GEAR, 
Jou arenes: 

We weren't pelted exactly Freda. Four seudents 
threw six eggs, we tomatecs and one lettuce ac us 
far political reasons. Just enough for a salad really, 


Dear heir. Dean, 

Miy youngest daughter aged 3 last week sleeps 
with a . ee ee ower ber bed. He'd langh 
if he could bear some of the conversations carried on 


each might. [think he bos ane wl the nicest smiles [ve 
Chet SCCn, 
Mrs. Dorothy eee ‘Walton-le-Dale, 
Tr. Preston, Lancs. 

Ringo aHeeers'— 

She's lucky, of TP pot a pheto of myself over my 
Bed it keeps meawnke. Cove ber lots of xxeax's From 
me wank you 


Dear Johnny, 

I'm sure T must be one of the luckiest Peatle fans 
in this country. After secing the Beatles themselves at 
Edinburgh and Glasgow on Apel the 29th and 20th. 
I decided to pop down to Liverpool to visit the boys" 
homes and school, When To arrived in the great 
“Beatle city’ at 630 a.m. on Saturday 2nd May, I 
went to Dingle and visited St. Silas and Dingle Vahe 
schools. At about 10 a.m. 1 went to Ringo'’s house 
and was given a warm reception by his mother. “Then 
she ordered mea taxi to take me te Georpee’s house. 
Wheo | arrived there I was invited in by Grorpee's 
father pind met his ovdher amd brother Peter. Adter 
that, at about 3 pom., Mr. and hrs, Harrison drove 
me in George *s former cnr to Paul's house in Alertin 
bat his father wasn't in, however, they continged to 
drive me te John’s howe in Woolton where I spent 
four hours talking to John's “wonderfal"’ Aunt Mimi. 
After supper thene T went to the Cavern Club where | 
spent two Fuleulous lors. 

Although [ have written personal letters to the boys" 
families [ would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them from the very bottom of my heart for making my 
Ghost recent trip te Liverpool a weekend FT owill never, 
ever forget. Thank God for such wonderful people. 

Yours falihfully, 
James B. Park, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 


Laois of peaple wrote in claiming that their collections 
of Beatle Pix were larger than Sasan Evans’ total of 
1,670 (Letters Page Beatles Book No. 12). 

Here are the names of the Beath People with the 
biggest totals :— 

Rowalla Franchi of Glasgow—z2,241 

Suan Smith of Dagenham—2,306 

Margaret Thompson af Wolverkamplon—2 497 
Kiaoreen Resell of London—3 {10 

Dianne Wilkins of Exeter—3,010 

Judith Green of Barnes—3,250 

Vicky Haddon eae 

Sonn Reyte of Salishaory—4,35: 

Kathleen Gaunt and Marilyn Roterin of Pudsey— 
5,204) 

And finally the top collector of them all— 

Rosemary Tucker of Worthing with 8,625, WYrow!!! 
Where do yoo keep them all, Rosemary? 











by Billy Shepherd and Johnny Dean 


HE Beatles: from happy-go-lucky days in the Cavern 
Club in Liverpool, or the myriad beat haunts of 
Hamburg—to the position of international stars, 

unable to go anywhere without being mobbed or causing 


scenes of fantastic frenzy. 


I ILLIONS of words have been written 

about the boys...what they ARE 
like, what they think. But how did they 
really react to the rapid change from being 
caretree “unknowns” to four sensations wha 
have outstripped every other sensation in 
show business ? 

This is the story that hasn't been told. The 
reason is that only a handful of people knew 
the Beatles throughout the transition period. 
Most of today’s prolific Beatle writers entered 
the scene only when the boys had hit the top. 
But two have been with them all the way. 
Your Editor, Johnny Dean, and myseli—Billy 
Shepherd's the moniker. 

We've put our two nuts together to recall 
all the behind-the-scenes incidents, the storics, 
the anecdotes. We've tricd to capture the 
atmosphere as four young men found their 
wildest dreams in show business come true, in 
double-quick time, before their very eyes. 

Consider first those early days. The hot, 
steamy, matey atmosphere of the Cavern... 
the place where brilliant manager Hrian 
Epstein first set eyes on the group who were 
to send HIS name booming round the world 
a8 an ace starmaker. A free and easy atmos- 
phere, oozing with big-beat and sweating with 
excipient. 


Few Hundred Fans 

(SLY a few hundred fans knew the 
~ Beatles then. The boys whipped up a 
SlOTm on stage, then wandered casually down 
amene the audience and shared Cokes and 
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conversation. “Sit down and have a fag, 
Paul”... “Come and tell us what you've 
been up 10, John”... “Hey, George, we've got 
a party going Saturday. Wanna come?” .. . 

The boys and the fans were friends. And 
when the Beatles went to Germany, to the 
Kaiserkeller, the Top Ten, the Star, it was the 
same. Everybody LIKED the Beatles, and 
there was no problem about getting to 
KNOW them. Girls would eye the boys... 
and just amble straight up and chat to them, 
No trouble. No fuss. 

Said John, thoughtfully, one night: “IE 
these people, few though they are, like us and 
Our music, one day we might get through to 
thousands more”. Thousands! Millions and 
millions now know their work. But then the 
Beatles always were cagey about their 
ambitions. 

We've already told how Brian Epstein 
arrived on the scene and of his struggles to get 
the boys a recording contract. And of the 
months of tiresome frustration before anything 
happened. 

Eventually, though, the boys made “Love 
Me Do". Suddenly they were recording 
artists, with their activities “ripe” for reporting 
in the national trade papers. Even the big 
daily papers... 


Nothing 

GUDDENLY Liverpool (and Hamburg) 
didn’t have virtually all rights to the 

Beatles. But itis NOT true to say that the rest 

of Britain reached out and acclaimed the boys. 





What did they mean to the editors and 
writers of the big music papers and magazines 7 
Answer, in a nut-shell: NOTHING. 

Nobody cared. 

Brian Epstein was supervising the whole 
process of star-building. Where, previously, 
the Beatles had been “snapped” by fans rather 
than photographed by professionals, they now 
came carefully under the microscope. They 
had to shave more regularly, have proper 
hair-cuts, dress rather more thoughtfully. 
Erian was grooming them... 

He wanted “different” pictures of them. 
Not the usual posey shots. So he had them 
photographed on the Mersey ferryboat. They 
were asked to concentrate on unusual facial 
expressions ... rather dignified and straight- 
faced. The boys said they felt “proper 
Charlies”. They were awkward, ill-at-ease, 
in front of the cameras. 

Then they were posed with a derelict car in 
the background. They looked as UNlike the 
typical beat group as anybody possibly could. 
And soon these pictures were released to the 
HEWSPapers. 
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Typical reaction was “they must be 


kidding”. “Who the heck is THIS lot?" 
snorted one music paper editor, 

The man doing the earliest publicity on the 
Beatles was Roger Stinton, an enthusiastic 
young chap who knew the columnists and the 
gossip-writers. But they didn't want to know 
the Beatles, 


Few Plugs 
“7 OVE Me Do” had only an average 
number of “plugs” on Radio 


Luxembourg. And the BRC dee-jays took 
very Linde notice of it. First man to include 
i, on a “Twelve O'Clock Spin”, was ex- 
Luxembourg man Ted King. And he played 
it, rather against his own judgement, because 
he was really pressured into it by publisher 
Kim Bennett, of Ardmore and Beechwood, 
EMI's own publishing outfit. 

Said Ted: “We met one lunch-time in a 
Tin Pan Alley pub. I knew a little bit about 
the Beatles, of course, but wasn't mad about 
the disc. But Kim was so enthusiastic over 





it all that I decided if you can’t beat “em, then 
you have to join “em. 

So 1 played it. And I must say now that I'm 
mighty glad I did so... 

Both Ted and Kim Bennett have had 
tather less credit than they deserve for their 
part in the development of the Beatles. 

Jack Jackson, for instance, was singularly 
unimpressed by the boys and their “sound”, 
He said: “I've seen pictures of them and my 
first reaction was that there was something 
wrong with my eyesight.” 

But the boys themselves didn't really 
understand what was foing on on the “other 
side" of the business, All they knew was that 
they had made their first record—and like 
every other group on a debut-disc, they 
expected to be taken notice of, photographed 
and interviewed. 


So Many Releases 


"THEY forgot; like most other new stars, 
that there were something like thirty 
new releases every week of the year—that 
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figure is considerably bigger nowadays. 
Brian Epstein had guided their publicity in a 
distinctive style, but newspapermen had 
their hands full pust keeping up with the scene, 
without going out on a limb for a brand-new, 
rather strange-looking, bunch of boys. 

When the disc was released on October 5, 
1962, Liverpool papers gave the boys a boost 
... but elsewhere litthe happened. The music 
FapsTs—a Most important ouclet if you want 
te sell records—were clearly not Knocked our 
by “Love Me Do”, 

And says George Harrison: “Our trouble 
was simply this. We'd usually gone down well 
in Liverpool and in Hamburg. Deep down, 
I suppose we were a bit overconfident about 
our chances once the rest of the world had a 
chance of hearing us on radio or something. 
So we sulked a bir," 

But, come backstage with us and hear 
EXACTLY what the boys said and how they 
behaved during this important period in their 
career, Be our guest...in mext month's 
Beatles. Book. 

fo fe contitved next moni. 
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YOU CANT DO THAT 


Written and Composed by JOHN LENNON and PAUL McCARTNEY 


The “B" side of "Can't Buy Me Love" released on 20th March, 1964 


| got something to say that might cause you pain 
lf catch you talking to that boy again 

I'm gonna let you down 

And leave you flat 

Because I told you before 

Qh, you can't do thar. 


Well, it's the second time I've caught you talking to him 
Do | have to tell you one more time | think it’s a sin 
[think VI lee you down 

And leave you flar 

Because I've told you before 

Oh, you can't do thar. 


Everybody's green 

‘Cause I'm the one who won your love 
Burt if it's seen 

You're talking that way 

They'd laugh in my face. 


So please listen to me if you wanna stay mine 
I can’t help my feeling il go out of my mind 
[know Vil ler you down 

And leave you flat 

Because I've told you before 

Oh, you can't do that. 


Words reproduced by permission of Northern Songs Ltd., 71-75 New Oxford Street, Londen, WoC.1. 
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(addwesees are in Englaeed unleds athereise paved) 


Fip Newingdon, 22 Beckenham Road, West Wickham, 
Kent, Wins p. P. in Amenca or Canada. ; 
Kathleen Baker, 113 Parthian Road, Bilton Grange. 
Hull, wails ff 10 AUTGreCa, 

Suc Edwards, 105 South Ruby, Ellensburg. 
Voshingian, U.S.A... wants p. p.m England. 
Cynibio ae [O53 Penrhyn Road. Far Collen, 
Norlhampion, wins p. p. in Acre de Canada, 
ill owe tom, C14}, ints os House, The School. 
Wellingborough, Northants., wants p. pin Aueralia 
Heenda Chee, 10 Vietaria Road, raw Erighbon, 
Wallasey, Cheshire, wants p. p. in New #ealand, 
South Africa, Rhodesia, ar Iceland. 

Gloria Rees, (15), 66 Ravenhill Read, Florestiach, 
Swarsed, Glam, wanls p. p. in Sweden, Canada or 
Leeland, 

Lena Hellman, Mowagen 10, Saltsjabaden, &weden, 
warts BP. fim England and America. 

Miélaine Copper, (14). 131 Waterloo Read, 
Wokingham, Berkshire, wants p. pf. in Canada. 
Landa Harrading, (16), 4 Liverpool Road orth, 
Maphull, Liverpool wants p. p. in Australian, Mow 
Fealand ar lecland, 

Christine Pritthard, (12), 23 Rent Avenue, Cheadle 
Hulme, Cheadle, Cheshire, wants p. p. in Sweden or 
Aumerbra. 

June Spencer, (15). 9 Hillais Sirest, Albany Road, 
Camberwell, Landon, 5.6.5, wants p. p. in Ausirelia, 
Rhacesia, New Fealand, locland. Sweden or Canada. 
Shella Warren, 14 Sandown Road, Cosham, Ports 
mouth, Hants, ands p. f in Ausiralia and Canada. 
Janlee Albright, 914 Main Avenue We, Belasaillas, 
Ohio 44656, LSA. wants p. p. in England, Australia, 
Sweden, Mew Zealand and leeland. 

Linda Smith, 14 Church Road, Fridaybridge, Mr. 
Wishech, Cambs., wants §. p. lin ‘America, 

tail Rahart, 140 West Lavender Road, Wildwood, 
ew Jersey, U.S.A... wants p. pin England (Liverpool 
if pastible), 

Colia Smith, tf Chancery Lane, Maidstone, Kent, 
wants f. BP lin America. 

Linda Adler, 4002 Whittier Boulevard, Bethesda, 
Marvland 20034, U.S.A... wants pp. anywhere. 
denniter Guy, 13 Trafalgar Road, Hindley, Wigan, 
Lance, wants p. p. in America. 

Shelley Tuick, 16 Wembley Road, Toronto [, 
Oniaria, Canada, wants p. p. ‘in England. 

Ava Bjorknan, Porkenas tan 50, Jakeleviad, Sucumi, 
Finland, wants p. pin England or Canada. 

Alan Hayley, 36 Bainbridge Avenue, (ircallield 
Estate, Hill, wants p. p- in Avwstralia. 





& George gets made up for their film, 


Ringo ges down to answering some fan mail. p 
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NO PRESENTS ANONGST BEATLES | 
The Beatles made a pact a long time ago never to spend 
more than a couple of shillings on each other's birth 


day 


nts. Paul gave John a Wimpy and a cup of coffee 


er his #lst! 


Erian Epstein, however, has always been very generous 


with his gifts and his present 
to Ringo on his 24th birth- 
day on 7th July was a 
beautiful pair of diarmend 
cuff links. The Beatles spent 
the afternoon of Ringa's 
birthday recording a fele- 
vision programme for the 
B.6.C. and afterwards Ringo 
went of 4a celebrate with 
his parents. 


CUSTOMS NEVER 
BELIEVE THEM 


The boys always have a little 
tussle al Lendan Airport wath 
the Customs men when they 
Tetum fram their workl tours. 
No ome will believe that they 

vent pol og owery big hare 
of presents stored inside their 
ffualars. 

Quote from Ringa on their 
felurn from Awstraliaz * 0 don't 
Think any of us bought a thing. 

e were given q“iule «a few 

sents but they were menatly 

rangs and things fike that “ 

George did buy a new Pentax 


camem in Heng Keng, Cost 
him £3 in duty at London 
Airport | 


‘ 
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May I say a very bigt 
thank vou to everyone t 
who wrote or sent presenta 
on my birthday, It was) 
great hearing from you— 


Ringo. 
Ro, 


DRAKE'S DRUM 
3 OHN, George and Ringo 
aren't so sure that Paul 
bought that racehorse ex: 
clusively for his Dad, He's 










| taking a very keen interest 


im it himself and is trving 


to be there to see it when- | 


ever it races, It was bought 
in Yorkshire for him and 
cost £1,200. It came second 
in its first race too. Quote 
from Paul “There you are 
T told you my dad was the 
best jockey in the business.” 


Paul in his special pyjamas and clogs, 





BEATLE CARS 


Searge and his E Tyee 
Jaquar hava been in the 
news recenily. But little is 
heard about his fawn Mini. 
Beth he and Brian Epstein 
decided that big cars were 


not suitable for the conges- 


ted streets of London so 
they got two easy-fo-park 
ones. George's is green by 
the way. When | last saw 
him he was talking about the 
ltalian Ferraris with a very 


bright gleam in his eye. 


Trouble is—W'HERE'S HE 
SOING TO PARK THEM 
ALL? 


AUGUST DATES 
FOR THE BEATLES 


2nd Gaumont, Bournemouth. 

Sth Futurist, Scarborough. 
léth Opera House, Black- 
pool. 


Siart of American 
Canadian ‘Tour: 

1th Cow Palace, San Fran- 
cisce, 20th Convention Hall, 
Las Vegas, Zist Muniripal 
Stadium, Seattle, find Em 
pire Stadium, Wancouver, 
2rd Hollywood Bowl 26th 
Red Rocks Stadium, Denver. 
Bih The Gardens, Cincin- 
math 28th Forest Elills Stu 
dium, Skew York. Sith Con- 
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! vention Hall, Arkintic City. 
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THIRD BEATLES BOOK ae 
TEN PRIZES OF £5 TO BE WON 


TO ENTER: Answer the following questions 


» What was Joho Lennon's big ambition when he was 14 years old? 
. Give the name of the man who tried to manage the Geathes before Brian Epstein’? 
Ware did George Martin (their recording manager) mect John, Paul and George for the very 
irst time? 
» What is the name of the drummer whe sat in with the Beatles when they recorded ‘Love Wie Dot? 
5. What was the title of the first T¥ show (seen by Norther England audiences only) on which 
the bovs appeared? 





Se ee 
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ALL THE ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND IN THE BEATLES PAPERBACK 
“The True Story Of The Beatles.” 


PRINT YOUR ANSWERS ON A POSTCARD AND SEND THEM TO:— 

Third Beatles Book Competition, 244 Edgware Road, London, W.2 (to arrive not later 
than Sth September). All postcards with five correct answers will be placed in the grand 
draw which will be made by The Beatles. The winners will be announced in Beatles 


Book Wo. 15, 
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If you have been unable to get your copy of “The True Story of the 
Beatles” from your local newsagent you can get it direct from: 


THE TRUE 57 


The Beatles Book, 787 High Road, Finchley, London, 6.12 2 oe 


Just send a postal order for 5/6 (to include postage and packing) and 
a copy will be dispatched to you immediately. ea 
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RESULT OF SECOND BEATLES BOOK COMPETITION 


Here are the names of the FIVE Lucky Winners picked out by John, Paul, George 
and Ringo. 


i 

Lesley ¥. Hound, High School for Girls, Crediton, Devon. 

{ D, A. Escolme, 10 BroadGeld Road, Accrington, Lancs. 

{ Ann Cieland, 1 Newton Terrace, Paisley, Renfrewshire. 

| Marilyn Elkin, 4170 Wilson Avcour, Montreal 28, Quchec, Canada. 
4 
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Lesley Eva, 138 Woodfield Drive, East Barnet, Herts, 
Your prizes of a mew £10 mote are in the post, 
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The fantastic scene at the concert in Hillegram in Holland when half the audience 
joined in singing with the Beatles on stage, 


Back page George gives his imitation of a Dutch carthorse. » 
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